
Introduction – A Great Win!!

Easter Message
How the First Easter Started 

the Revolution!
Matthew 28:16-20

How’d we get on this mountain?
Matthew 28:16

Holy Week Emotional Roller Coaster

Worship and… hesistation?
Matthew 28:17

Matthew 14:28-33

Jesus answers their hesitation
Matthew 28:18

Daniel 7:13-14
Romans 1:1-4
Ephesians 1:19-23
Philippians 2:5-9
Revelation 5

Easter Commission & Revolution
Matthew 28:19-20a

Easter Presence
Matthew 28:20b

Easter Application – Is the Risen 
	 Christ your:
		  Worship?
		  Hesitation?
		  Comforter?
		  Commissioner?

Matthew 28:16-20
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  17When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted.  18Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  19Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”

Romans 1:1-4
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 

apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 
2the gospel he promised beforehand through 

his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his 
Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of 
David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was 
appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrec-

tion from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Ephesians 1:19-23
18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19and 
his incomparably great power for us who believe.  
That power is the same as the mighty strength 

20he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heav-

enly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, 
power and dominion, and every name that is 
invoked, not only in the present age but also 

in the one to come.  22And God placed all things 
under his feet and appointed him to be head over 

everything for the church, 23which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Philippians 2:5-9
5In your relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6Who, being in very nature God, did not con-
sider equality with God something to be used 
to his own advantage; 7rather, he made himself 

nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.  8And being 

found in appearance as a man, he humbled him-
self by becoming obedient to death—even death 

on a cross!  9Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Message Notes
The Easter Revolution!

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)





Colossians 3:1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 



Today’s Easter Message:
Rooted in Jesus:

How the First Easter Started the Revolution!
Matthew 28:16-20



Matthew 28:16-20
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



How Easter started the Revolution
How’d we get on this mountaintop?

Matthew 28:16
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”







How Easter started the Revolution
Worship and… hesitation?

Matthew 28:17
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



Matthew 14:28-33
28“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the 

water.” 29“Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, 
walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught 

him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 
32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.  

33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly 
you are the Son of God.”



“It is natural to believe that the eleven disciples would have been in 
a state of hesitation and indecision. Too much had happened too 
fast for them to be able to assimilate it. They did not doubt that it 
was Jesus whom they saw and whom they gladly worshiped. If 
their faith was too small in measure, that was because they were in 
a state of uncertainty about what the recent events meant and 
what might happen next. They found themselves in “a situation of 
cognitive dissonance par excellence”; (Walsh and Keesmaat, 195). It 
is precisely this state of mind that is addressed in the words that 
Jesus speaks to the disciples in the following verses (vv 18–20; see 
Giblin, who refers to “reassurance”). Jesus’ words will accomplish 
what the sight of the risen Jesus alone could not.

~  Donald A. Hagner, Matthew 14–28, vol. 33B, Word Biblical Commentary
(Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998), 885.



“Wherever God erects a house of prayer,
The Devil always builds a chapel there;
And ‘twill be found, upon examination,
The latter has the largest congregation.

~ Daniel Defoe, The True Born Englishman (1701), pt. 1, 1.1.;
cited in “Defoe, Daniel,” Encyclopædia Britannica (2003).



How Easter started the Revolution
Jesus answers their hesitation

Matthew 28:18
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



How Easter started the Revolution
Jesus answers their hesitation

Matthew 28:18
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”





How Easter started the Revolution
Jesus answers their hesitation

Matthew 28:18
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Daniel 7:13-14
13“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like 
a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached 

the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  14He was 
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and 

peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is 

one that will never be destroyed.



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Romans 1:1-4
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set 

apart for the gospel of God—2the gospel he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, 
who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4and who 
through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in 
power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Ephesians 1:19-23
18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 

that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19and his 

incomparably great power for us who believe.



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Ephesians 1:19-23
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20he exerted when 
he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present 

age but also in the one to come.  22And God placed all things 
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for 

the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way.



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Philippians 2:5-9
5In your relationships with one another,
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made 

himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness.  8And being found in appearance as a 

man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even 
death on a cross!



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Philippians 2:5-9
9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 





All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Revelation 5
1Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll 

with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.  2And I 
saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy 
to break the seals and open the scroll?”  3But no one in heaven or 

on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look 
inside it.  4I wept and wept because no one was found who was 

worthy to open the scroll or look inside.



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Revelation 5
5Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep!

See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,
has triumphed.  He is able to open the scroll

and its seven seals.”



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Revelation 5
6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the 
center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the 
elders.  The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  7He went and took 
the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.  8And 

when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb.  Each one had a harp and 

they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of God’s people.  9And they sang a new song, saying:



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Revelation 5
“You are worthy to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, 

and with your blood you purchased for God 
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

10 You have made them to be a kingdom
and priests to serve our God, 

and they will reign on the earth.”



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Revelation 5
11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.  
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  

12In a loud voice they were saying: 
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and praise!”



All authority in heaven and earth is given to me

Revelation 5
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!”

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,”
and the elders fell down and worshiped.



How Easter started the Revolution
Easter Commission and Revolution

Matthew 28:19-20a
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”





How Easter started the Revolution
Easter Presence always

Matthew 28:120b
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”





“Observe the excellence of those who were sent out into the 
whole world. Others who were called found ways of excusing 
themselves. But these did not beg off.… With Jesus’ resurrection 
his own proper glory is again restored, following his 
humiliation. Jesus reminded his disciples of the consummation 
of all things, so that they would not look at the present dangers 
only but also at the good things to come that last forever. He 
promised to be not only with these disciples but also with all 
who would subsequently believe after them.… So let us not fear 
and shudder. Let us repent while there is opportunity. Let us 
arise out of our sins. We can by grace, if we are willing.

~ Chrysostom, “The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 90.2”



“The existential consequences of the resurrection are 
incomparable. It is the concrete, factual, empirical proof that: 
life has hope and meaning; “love is stronger than death”; 
goodness and power are ultimate allies, not enemies; life wins 
in the end; God has touched us right here where we are and has 
defeated our last enemy; we are not cosmic orphans, as our 
modern secular worldview would make us. And these 
existential consequences of the resurrection can be seen by 
comparing the disciples before and after. Before they ran away, 
denied their Master and huddled behind locked doors in fear 
and confusion. After, they were transformed from scared 
rabbits into confident saints, world-changing missionaries, 
courageous martyrs and joy-filled touring ambassadors for 
Christ.



“The greatest importance of the resurrection is not in the past—
“Christ rose”—but in the present—“Christ is risen.” The angel 
at the tomb asked the women, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead?” (Lk 24:5). The same question could be asked 
today to mere historians and scholars. If only we did not keep 
Christ mummified in a casket labeled “history” or 
“apologetics,” he would set our lives and world afire as 
powerfully as he did two millennia ago; and our new pagan 
empire would sit up, take notice, rub its eyes, wonder and 
convert a second time. That is the existential import of the 
resurrection.

~ Peter Kreeft and Ronald K. Tacelli, Handbook of Christian Apologetics
(Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 177.



Easter Applications
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Is the Risen Christ your:
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Hesitation?
Comforter?
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